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President’s Message
It was with great honour and pride that I took over the
Presidency from Professor Jim Toouli, my predecessor,
during the 5th World Congress of the International Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary Association held in April 2002 in Tokyo.
My term of service as the President will be for two years,
and I feel it appropriate that I should tell my fellow
members of the IHPBA what I wish to achieve in those
coming two years.
The membership of the IHPBA consists of medical pro-
fessionals from all parts of the world who are interested in
the field of HPB. To help to increase the number of
members, the new Articles of Association and Bylaws of
the IHPBA call for the creation of a Membership
Committee. All countries with at least 10 active members
will have a representative on this committee, and officers of
national chapters will be asked to serve on it. Hopefully
through this Membership Committee, a closer link can be
created between the IHPBA and the national chapters and
the membership of the IHPBA can further increase. The
Council of the IHPBA is also looking into ways to improve
on the relationship with the regional associations, which
now consist of the American, Asian and European HPB
Associations. The publication of the IHPBA Membership
Directory will also enhance communication between
members through the contact addresses listed in the
Directory.
Improvements in the scientific contents of the IHPBA
World Congress (to be held in even years) and the regional
congresses (to be held in odd years, separately in the
regions of America, Asia and Europe) is another important
issue that the IHPBA will address. I am sure that the
Scientific Committee, under the able leadership of Jacques
Belghiti, will do an excellent job.
Our journal, HPB, is progressing well, thanks to the
efforts of our editor Professor Robin Williamson and our
new publisher. It is important that we support our journal,
and I would like to urge all members to consider submitting
their good work to the journal for publication.
Thanks to the foresight and the generosity of the late
Dr Kenneth Warren, we are the custodians of an extraordi-
nary bequest, which encourages and supports international
research and cooperation. The second Warren Fellowship
was awarded to Dr Andrew Biankin.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
my predecessors who through their vision and leadership
have laid a solid foundation for the IHPBA to grow; and I
look forward to the support of every one of you during my
Presidency.
WY Lau
President IHPBA
5th World Congress a success
Approximately 1 625 individuals attended the 5th World
Congress of the IHPBA in Tokyo in April. More than half
of the attendees were from the Asia/Pacific region with
significant attendance from Europe/Middle East/Africa and
the Americas. More than 1 400 presentations were made in
211 sessions, with 24% of the 1 145 accepted abstracts as
oral and the remainder as poster or video presentations.
Professor Tadahiro Takada, Congress Chairman, the Local
Organizing Committee and the IHPBA Scientific
Committee chaired by Markus Büchler, also organized
multiple symposia, panel discussions and debates. The
scientific quality of the meeting was excellent, and the
social events, including Japan Night, were outstanding.
Professor Fugio Hanyu was named Honorary Member of the
5th World Congress.
New Officers Elected
At the General Assembly in Tokyo the Nominating Com-
mittee recommended a slate which was unanimously elected:
Council
President – Joseph WY Lau (Hong Kong)
Past President – James Toouli (Australia)
President-Elect – Henry A Pitt (USA)
Secretary General – Henry A Pitt (USA)
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Treasurer – Markus W Büchler (Germany)
Chair, Scientific Committee – Jacques Belghiti
(France)
Secretary-Elect – Dirk J Gouma (Netherlands)
Congress Chairman – C Wright Pinson (USA)
Members-at-Large – Claudio Bassi (Italy)
– Pierre-Alain Clavien
(Switzerland)
– Jacob Izbicki (Germany)
– Palepu Jagannath (India)
– Bengt Jeppsson (Sweden)
– Masatoshi Makuuchi (Japan)
– Steven M. Strasberg (USA)
Editor HPB – Robin Williamson (ex officio, UK)
Scientific Committee
Chairman – Jacques Belghiti (France)
– Roland Andersson (Sweden)
– Irving Benjamin (UK)
– Christos Dervenis (Greece)
– Ali Emre (Turkey)
– Jean F. Gigot (Belgium )
– Lillian Kow (Australia)
– Sean Mulvihill (USA)
– Theodore Pappas (USA)
– Masao Tanaka (Japan)
– Thomas van Gulik (Netherlands)
– Kaspar Z’graggen (Germany)
Ken Warren dies – 
Fellows are his legacy
Kenneth W Warren died late last year at the age of 90.
Prior to his death, he was visited by Dr Tjarda van Heek,
the first Warren Fellow. At the General Assembly in
Tokyo, President Toouli announced that Andrew Biankin
MD has been chosen as the second Warren Fellow.
Dr Biankin is a Clinical Tutor in Surgery at St Vincent’s
Hospital, Darlington, New South Wales, Australia. He will
be working in the laboratory of Steven Leach MD in the
Department of Surgery at the Johns Hopkins Medical
Institutions in Baltimore, Maryland, USA. His proposal is
entitled ‘Novel Gene Discovery in the Development and
Progression of Pancreatic Cancer.’
Tjarda van Heek, MD gave an overview of her work at
the General Assembly in Tokyo. Her most recent report is
as follows:
For almost one year now, I have worked in the
Pancreatic Cancer Genetics Laboratory of Dr Michael
Goggins at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.
Many of you heard my overview lecture about this experi-
ence during the wonderfully organized 5th World Congress
of the IHPBA in Tokyo. 
Since then, we have made a great new discovery on the
presumed precursor lesions in pancreatic cancer, standard-
ized as Pancreatic Intraepithelial Neoplasia or PanIN (for
details see http://www.pathology.jhu.edu/pancreas_panin).
I found that the telomeres, structures present at the ends of
linear chromosomes, are shorter in all PanIN lesions as
compared to the telomeres in normal ductal epithelium. It
is an exciting finding, because it is by far the most common
early genetic abnormality recognized to date in the pro-
gression model of pancreatic adenocarcinomas. Telomere
shortening in PanINs may predispose these non-invasive
ductal lesions to accumulate progressive chromosomal
abnormalities, and to develop towards invasive carcinoma.
We conclude that telomeres may be an essential gatekeeper
for maintaining chromosomal integrity, and thus, normal
cellular physiology in pancreatic ductal epithelium. I hope to
stay involved in many of the follow-up studies on telomere
shortening that will arise from the above-mentioned
discovery.
In the previous report, I discussed my work on the
expression patterns of recently identified genes that play an
important role in pancreatic carcinogenesis. In the mean-
time I constructed an expression profile of a similar panel
of genes in ampullary cancers using immunohistochemistry.
A marvellous institution like Johns Hopkins makes it
possible to collect a unique series of samples, which allows
researchers to do prognostic studies. It will be interesting to
see whether a biological explanation can be found for the
clinical differences between ampullary and pancreatic
cancers.
This Fellowship was, and still is, a huge pleasure, which
I would recommend to everyone. I would like to wish all
researchers, and especially the next Warren Fellow, a simi-
lar experience. Last, but not least, I would like to thank the
IHPBA Council and all members for their support during
my Warren Fellowship, founded by a wonderful and fasci-
nating surgeon, whom we should never forget (In
Memoriam – Dr Kenneth W Warren, J Gastroint Surg
2002;6:510–11).
Tjarda van Heek
HPB editorial board changes
At the General Assembly in Tokyo, President James Toouli
announced that Council had reconfirmed its commitment
to developing the Association’s journal, HPB. He also
stated that the newly formed Publications Committee was
charged with developing a new contract with the publisher.
The Editor, Professor Robin Williamson, also announced
that three new Regional Editors would join the Board,
C Wright Pinson (Americas), Masutoshi Makucchi
(Asia/Pacific) and Thomas van Gulik (Europe/Middle
East/Africa). In addition, the Editorial Board, which
had contained 80 members, would be reduced to 50
including approximately 25 new members.
HPB is the centerpiece of the IHPBA, which owns the
journal. Submission of manuscripts to the journal is one
way that members can support the IHBPA. To obtain cita-
tion indexing, HPB must publish good quality issues at
regular intervals. These goals have been achieved this past
year with the new publisher Martin Dunitz and our Editor,
Professor Robin Williamson. Authors of papers presented
at the upcoming 2003 regional congresses are invited to
submit manuscripts to Professor Williamson. His e-mail
address is r.williamson@ic.ac.uk. For more details, please
see the HPB Information for Authors.
Website – www.ihpba.org
A new website for the IHPBA has been developed by
Secretary General, Henry A Pitt, MedConnect and
Marathon International. The address is www.ihpba.org.
Major sections of the website include: About IHPBA with
subsections on history, purpose, membership and contact
us; Officers; Committees, Chapters with information on
and links to Regional Associations and National Chapters;
Meetings; Journal; Warren Fellowship; Guidelines and
Sponsors. Presently, Ethicon/Johnson & Johnson is the
primary website sponsor.
Ethicon/Johnson & Johnson
Sponsorship
Through the work of Markus Büchler, Treasurer and a member
of the Development Committee, a second gift of US$30,000
has been received by the IHPBA this summer. This gift comes
from Anton Schmidt, the Director of Marketing of
Ethicon/Johnson& Johnson in Germany. This gift will be used,
in part, to establish and maintain the Association’s website and
to fund a new Membership Directory.
Membership Directory to be Published
All Active, Senior and Honorary Members of the IHPBA
will receive a new Membership Directory early next year.
As of July 15, 2002, Active Members, who paid dues in
2000, 2001 and/or 2002, were 885, Senior Members were
24, and Honorary Members were four, for a total member-
ship of 913. At the General Assembly in Tokyo, President
Toouli announced that Professor Toshio Sato has been
named the fourth Honorary Member of the IHPBA.
Honorary membership is reserved for those individuals who
have made exceptional clinical or scientific contributions
in the fields of hepatic, pancreatic and biliary disease.
Membership Committee Established
The new IHPBA Bylaws established a Membership
Committee to encourage membership in the Association.
This new committee has representatives from every country
with at least ten members. The committee met initially in
Tokyo at the World Congress, and the following members
were appointed by the General Assembly:
Country Member
Argentina Julio A. Diez
Australia Christopher Christophi
Austria Hans-Werner Wachwiczek
Belgium Jean Francois Gigot
Brazil Mauro Manterio Correia
Canada Charles H. Scudamore
China Jeffrey Huang
Egypt Amr Helmy
France Daniel Cherqui
Germany Christoph E. Broelsch
Greece Christos Dervenis
Hong Kong Joseph W.Y. Lau
Hungary Peter Kupcsulik
India Surendra K. Mathur
Italy Claudio Bassi
Japan Yuji Nimura
Korea Yong-Hyun Park
Netherlands Jan W. Greve
New Zealand John A. Windsor
Poland Marek Krawczyk
Portugal Jose Manuel Schiappa
Russia Vladmir D. Federov
Spain Laureano Fernandez Cruz
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Country Member
Sweden Bengt W. Jeppsson
Switzerland Pierre-Alain Clavien
Taiwan Chen-Guo Ker
Turkey Yaman Tekant
United Kingdom O. James Garden
United States C. Wright Pinson
Executive Secretariat
For any questions regarding your membership status, dues
or change of contact information, please contact Laura
Myers or Bridget Fischer at:
MedConnect GmbH
Bruennstein Strasse 10
81541 Munich
E-mail: IHPBA@medc.de
Website: www.medconnect.biz
Tel: 149 89 4141 9249
Fax: 149 89 4141 9245
India Chosen for 20 0 8 World Congress
Three bids had been received for the 2008 World Congress,
from Hong Kong in China, Mumbai in India and Kiev in
the Ukraine. After considerable deliberation, the IHPBA
Council accepted the bid from India for 2008. Professor
Palepu Jagannath, Secretary of the Indian Chapter of the
IHPBA, will be the Congress Chairman.
Future World Congresses
6th World Congress Washington DC, USA
Dates: June 2–6, 2004
Chairman: C. Wright Pinson, MD
Secretariat: Strategem, Inc.
26064 Capitol Drive, Suite A
Daphne, AL 36526 USA
Telephone: 11 334-635-220 5
Fax: 11 334-625-443 5
E-mail: curcur@email.msn.com
Homepage: www.ahpba.org 
7th World Congress Edinburgh, Scotland, UK
Dates: September 3–7, 2006
Chairman: O James Garden, FRCS
Secretariat: Department of Surgery
University of Edinburgh Royal Infirmary
Edinburgh, EH39YW
Scotland, United Kingdom
Telephone: 144-131-536-3812
Fax: 144-131-228-2661
E-mail: OJGarden@ed.ac.uk
8th World Congress Mumbai, India
Dates: 2008
Chairman: Dr. Palepu Jagannath
Secretariat: Department of Surgical Oncology
Tata Memorial Hospital
Lilavati and Jaslok Hospitals
Mumbai, India
Telephone: 191-22-413-7316
Fax: 191-22-413 6937
E-mail: jagannath@vsnl.com
Future Regional Congresses
4th Americas Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Congress
Miami, Florida, USA
Dates: February 27 – March 2, 2003
Abstracts Due: October 15, 2002
Chairman: Steven M Strasberg, MD
Sponsor: American Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary
Association (AHPBA)
Secretariat: Strategem, Inc.
26064 Capitol Drive, Suite A
Daphne, AL 36526 USA
Telephone: 11 334-635-220 5
Fax: 11 334-625-443 5
E-mail: curcur@email.msn.com
Homepage: www.ahpba.org 
WY Lau
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5th European Congress of the IHPBA Istanbul, Turkey
Dates: May 28 – 31, 2003
Abstracts Due: January 15, 2003
Chairman: Dr. Ali Emre
Sponsor: Turkish Chapter of the IHPBA
Secretariat: Dekon Congress & Tourism
Cumhariyet Cad. 259/1 80230 Harbiye
Istanbul, Turkey
Telephone: 190 (212) 233 41 50 Pbx
Fax: 190 (212) 219 91 50
E-mail: ihpba@dedeman.com.tr
Homepage: www.ihpba2003.org
7th Congress of the Asian Society of Hepato-Biliary-
Pancreatic Surgery (ASHBPS)
Madras, Tamel Nadu, India
Date: August 28 – 31, 2003
Abstracts Due: February 1, 2003
Sponsor: ASHBPS
Secretariat: Dr. B. Krishna Rau
President, ASHBPS 2003
No. 5, Chandra Bagh Avenue,
Second Street, Mylapore, 
Chennai – 600 004, INDIA
Telephone: 191-44-8473577
Fax: 191-44-4767008
E-mail: bkr@vsnl.com
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